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Judge delays sentencmg of Yahweh defe_‘ :

m The federal judge
suggests a criminal fine

say they are opposed to
'paylng taxas because the
money sUpports war.

By ANDREW JOHNSON
StaffWriter, (609) 272-7230

CAMDEN — A federal judge
delayed sentencing for three
members of the Restored Israel
of Yahweh on tax evasion
Friday, struck by an idea he
came up with to settle their
testitution.

U.5. District Court Jud
jerome B, Simandle made

tion that an im
h-aﬁes criminal fine- it be

more effective for all involved,
rather than a mandate to pay
back taxes.

Kevin McKee, Joseph
Donato, and his wife; Inge
Doriato, all in their mid- to late

" 404, got into trouble tn the first

place because they refuse ‘to
péy texes. The tiio, members of

a Hamilton Towniship Biblical
sect, say they do not pay taxes
because they do not support

"I think he’s ing to rec-
oncile the law with their sin-
cere religious beliefs,” defense
attomey Rocco Cipparone said
about the judge’s suggesnon

"Were g to see if we can
resolve somthat, federal
Prc Andrew K
said -of Simandle’s idea. *I'm
not confident.” .

Kameros is a tial attormey
with the Tax Division at the
Justice Department. He said he
needs to consult with the
Internal Revenue Service to see
if the {;ldge’s suggesﬁon is

A fedetal jury found in

December that the members of
the religious sect were guilty of

19 counts of conspiracy to.

defraud the
evasion and

Joséph Donato and McKee
did not withhold taxes from
most of their employees at
their former company, McKee
Donato Construction Co.

According to Friday's court
proceeding, Donato is respon-
sible for more than $200,000 in
back taxes, while McKee owes
the government a shade under
$200,000. Inge Donato, who
worked as a part-time secre-
tary for the company, owes
just a fraction of those
amounts.

The defendants, in add.mon
to fines that can be imy IE
each face the possibility of
approximately lwn -year prison
terms.

Unlike the trial this winter,
the gourgoom heard from
Joseph and Inge Donato them-
selves Friday.

overnment, tax

ure to file taxes, *

Both s
about

ke in heartfelt tones
eir religion. Thelr

words had the judge's attention -

and had some ‘women mem-
bers of thé

*themumoominwm.

" Dréssed I’ allgh‘ﬂblue top
udthaarkglmlnse nato

She expialned to the judge
that she would have liked to
have paid into Socia! Security
and Medicere over the years,
but it never dawned on her that
p fnr]ustmoseﬁungswas

oice.
: Donato stop

apolﬁzinng for the actions she

"Somethmg in this world is
wrong,” said Donato, speaking
genemliy abl(:aust her pacifism.

‘Something has to Chﬁlga

Donato said she still holds
her group’s beliefs.

Members of the sect believe
God will destroy the Earth and
setupa holy kingdom of resur-
rected souls.

ed short of -

gous man, aftera
which he, like other

‘pmmmy or cowboysb:‘;z

Donato sald he had an
epiphany as an adult, and it
has held true to this day: “I can
never acceEt that t peaple can.or

"l‘m not a coward,” he said.
“T'm just not that way.”

lﬁw&h me:

‘contributing”
‘o to trying to alleviate pover-

ally

that others who _actively
oppose war still pay taxes.
Simandle said that by not pay-
taées, any kind of taxes,
‘were bene-
while’ not

fitinig froin"soclety
io fit. Takes also

rovide educa-
ps, the judge

Defense  attorney Peter
Goldberger described his
client, Denato, as “unusu-
e emononally and
dlscou.raged pnson ﬂme for

ty and even
tional schol
said.

The Hamilton - Township . h

men denied that his failure to .

pay -taxes was rooted in some
rebellion against authority.
“T'm sorry they perceived it that
way,” he said about IRS agents
and the subsequent jury thal
convicted him.

“I should not be
fs?éd. doing the right &mg, he

Simandle offered a counter-
point to the Donatos. He said

. Siinandle

'The judge said he wouldtake
into account that considéra-
tion.

The matter will be picked up
on June 29 during a conference
between lasvgmd the judge.

& new sen-
tencing date of July 1.
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